
Literature and Composition- 2 
10th Grade 

Instructor: Mr. Looney 
clooney@pointeschools.org 

 
Introduction 

In this class, we will be reading and writing. We will all get better at English and we will 
all become smarter. Reading and writing has been at the forefront of increasing human 
intelligence since it first began. It spreads factual knowledge, allows for communication, 
and helps us seek truth in ourselves and in the world. Learning is a lifelong process, 
and the more you learn, the more you realize you need to learn. There will be times 
when you may not understand what you are reading, and that is okay! That happens to 
everyone. What I expect in this class is that you always try your best to read what is 
assigned. Many times, you must reread something until you get it. You must look-up 
words that you do not know. It is time consuming! The more you do it, the better you get 
it at! The more you read, the better writer and communicator you become. I am here for 
all of you. I want to get to know all of you. I want you to know that you can come to me 
with questions, comments and concerns. We are in this class to grow academically but 
also as individuals. Human relationships improve our overall health, and the classroom 
is the place to work on interacting with other people that have different views. We must 
always interact respectfully. There are classroom behavioral expectations for every 
class as outlined in the handbook. These are values that make us all better humans. 
Disrespect and distracting others from learning will not be tolerated.  

 
English Skills to Be Developed 

There are four basic components to the 10th Grade English course: literature, grammar, 
vocabulary, and composition (writing).    
I. Reading Skills & Literature  

The objective of the literature component is to encourage further interest in 
reading while introducing and refining basic literary concepts. You will be reading 
novels and plays as well as classic short stories. You will often have a short 
essay assignment, or a comprehension test pertaining to the reading and will 
always be expected to discuss the work in class on the assigned day. Your 
writing assignments will be geared toward bringing together all you’re learning in 
composition, grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and reading comprehension. It is 
important that all reading assignments be completed – and that they are 
submitted on time.  Failure to read the assigned selections will severely impact 
your grade.  
  

II. Grammar  
Fundamental grammatical concepts, including punctuation and word usage, will be 
reviewed throughout the year in conjunction with your own writing.   
  
III. Vocabulary  
Vocabulary words are all taken from the assigned stories, novels, and plays in order to 



help you better understand the readings. These words are also chosen for you for 
several other reasons: First, these are commonly used words in high school and 
college-level reading and in works of contemporary (as well as older) literature. 
Second, these words all commonly appear on the ACT, SAT or AP exams that you may 
be taking during your Junior or Senior year. You need to know the definitions of these 
words and how to use them. 
  
IV. Writing  
The writing component is intended to introduce you to the basic skills of writing 
summaries, synopses, and different types of paragraphs and essays. The ultimate 
objective is to prepare you to write a well-organized, thoughtful, five paragraph essay 
which is essential to success in high school and college. Much of the writing that you 
produce in this course is designed to reinforce your reading. Since reading and writing 
stimulate and support one another, they are taught together.   
  
Active Reading & Annotating Texts  
In order to learn to read actively, you are strongly encouraged to “make a book your 
own” by taking full advantage of annotation – underlining, highlighting, and taking notes 
in the margins. Typically, you will be able to use your annotated books on the 
essay/short answer response section of unit exams.  
 

Materials 
-Night by Elie Wiesel (purchase is expected by 3 Quarter) 
-Notebook and Writing Utensils 
-Free Reading Book 
Please notify me if there are any issues with purchasing.  
 

Missed Assignments and Late Work as Outlined by Student Handbook 
Missed Assignments: It is the responsibility of the student to complete any missed 
assignments or tests due to an excused absence as follows (this does not apply to 
classes missed due to a school event):  
 
1.Make-up work –A student has two days for each absence to complete missed 
assignments. 
 
2.Make-up privileges shall not exceed one week without written administrator approval. 
 
3.Missed test –Scheduled tests will be administered at the teacher’s discretion, which 
may be during tutoring (this does not apply to semester exams). 
 
4.Missed quiz –Pop or announced quizzes will be made up at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Late Assignments-Students are expected to turn in work on time (when called for by the 
teacher during class time). Acceptance of late work is at the discretion of the teacher as 
outlined in their course syllabus.  



 
Cellphone Policy 

Cellphones are to be set in silent-mode and put away during class. Other personal 
electronic devices (ipods, mp3 players, games) are also not allowed to be used in class. 
Due to the access to chrome books in the classroom, there is no need to use 
cellphones in the classroom.  
 
Class Rules (as listed in student handbook and also applied to the virtual 
classroom) 

1. Be on time.  

2.      Respect yourself and others.  

3. Be prepared.  

4. Do your best work.  

5. Maintain an environment for learning.  

6. Keep a positive attitude.  

7. Take responsibility.  

8. Dress appropriately.  

9. Use your time wisely.  

Looking forward to a great year with all of you! 

Sincerely,  

Mr. Looney 

 


