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Literature and Composition I (Honors) 
Syllabus 
9th Grade 

Mrs. Virden 
 
There are four basic components to the Freshman English course: literature, grammar, vocabulary, and 
composition (writing).   
 
I. Reading Skills & Literature 
The objective of the literature component is to encourage further interest in reading while introducing and 
refining basic literary concepts. You will be reading novels and plays as well as classic short stories. You will 
often have a short essay assignment, or a comprehension test pertaining to the reading and will always be 
expected to discuss the work in class on the assigned day. Your writing assignments will be geared toward 
bringing together all you’re learning in composition, grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and reading 
comprehension. 
 
It is important that all reading assignments be completed – and that they are submitted on time.  Failure to read 
the assigned selections will severely impact your grade. 
 
II. Grammar 
Fundamental grammatical concepts, including punctuation and word usage, will be reviewed throughout the 
year in conjunction with your own writing.  
 
III. Vocabulary 
Vocabulary words are all taken from the assigned stories, novels, and plays in order to help you better 
understand the readings. These words are also chosen for you for several other reasons: First, these are 
commonly used words in high school and college-level reading and in works of contemporary (as well as older) 
literature. Second, these words all commonly appear on the ACT, SAT or AP exams that you may be taking 
during your Junior or Senior year. You need to know the definitions of these words and how to use them, not 
just for vocabulary tests but forever.  Vocabulary tests will be given regularly throughout the year. 
 
IV. Writing 
The writing component is intended to introduce you to the basic skills of writing summaries, synopses, and 
different types of paragraphs and essays. The ultimate objective is to prepare you to write a well-organized, 
thoughtful, five paragraph essay which is essential to success in high school and college. Much of the writing 
that you produce in this course is designed to reinforce your reading. Since reading and writing stimulate and 
support one another, they are taught together.  
 
Active Reading & Annotating Texts 
 In order to learn to read actively, you are strongly encouraged to “make a book your own” by taking full 
advantage of annotation – underlining, highlighting, and taking notes in the margins. Typically, you will be able 
to use your annotated books on the essay/short answer response section of unit exams. 
 
Materials: 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
1 – Composition Notebook (Response Journal) 
Pencils or Pens 
Highlighters 
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Colored Pencils 
 
Response Journal 
Throughout the year you will be completing a series of informal writing assignments that complement the 
reading you are doing.  They are called “Welcomes”.  These will be checked periodically and without warning.  
You will never know which entries I will be assessing.   
 
 
Grading & Evaluation 
You will be evaluated on preparation, participation, written assignments, projects, quizzes and exams, each with 
varying degrees of grade value. Each quarter’s grade will be determined by a combination of all work 
completed as follows: 
 
Assessments/Assignments 
This category includes three primary types of assignments/assessments:     
   
      1. Quizzes 
      2. Projects 
      3. Essays 
 
Since most of the reading of plays and novels is completed at home, you will be regularly taking reading 
quizzes. These brief 15-minute assessments are used primarily to check for comprehension and motivate you to 
follow the reading timeline provided. These quizzes will be simple and straightforward if you have completed 
the readings. They also provide a springboard for analytical class discussion. Again, being prepared with the 
readings is essential.  
 
Semester Finals 
This category includes Semester 1 and Semester 2 exams:     
   
      1. Weighted at 10% of your semester grade 
 
Class Rules 

1. Be on time. 
2. Respect yourself and others. 
3. Be prepared. 
4. Do your best work. 
5. Maintain an environment for learning. 
6. Keep a positive attitude. 
7. Take responsibility. 
8. Dress appropriately. 
9. Use your time wisely. 

  
  
Cellphones and other electronic devices 
“Unless approved by teacher, personal electronic devices (cell phones, iPods/iPads/tablets, mp3 players, etc.) 
may not be used during class time, and are to be stored in silent mode.  Additionally, ear plugs/earphones, etc. 
may not be worn or used during class time.  
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Free Choice Reading Material  
Students are expected to have a “free choice” book to read at school. Students are expected to choose reading 
materials that are consistent with his/her family’s values and do not violate general or specific aspects of the 
Student Handbook Conduct Code/Dress Code. It is the child’s responsibility to gain permission from his/her 
parent regarding reading choices. Pointe Schools does not determine the reading material that students read on 
their own time or during free reading time on campus if the reading material does not violate or promote in 
general or specifically aspects of the Student Handbook Conduct Code/Dress Code.  
  
Grading 
It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to maintain/improve their grade, though parents are also encouraged 
to monitor their student’s progress.  Rubrics will be distributed with the original activity in order to facilitate 
more meaningful effort on assignments, projects or essays. 
  
*Student work turned in without a name will not be given any credit.  This is a fundamental aspect for all work 
and is not the teacher’s responsibility to identify the work based upon a student’s handwriting, level of work, or 
the color of ink used.  No excuses!  Put your name on it if you want credit. * 
  
Late Assignments 
Assignments will be considered late if they are not turned in by the end of the day that they are due and are 
assigned a grade of 0.  When the missing assignment is submitted, the student will receive a 50% in place of the 
0. 
 
Missed Assignments  
It is the responsibility of the student to complete any missed assignments or tests due to an absence as follows: 
 
1. Make-up work – A student has two days for each absence to complete missed assignments.  
  
*It is the practice of this teacher to put in a 0 for all missing work.  Any missing work due to an absence will 
still be accepted for full credit, provided it meets the above criteria, and the grade will be adjusted upon the 
receipt and grading of said work.* 
  
Tutoring 
Tutoring time will be available for all students on Monday & Wednesday from 2:40pm - 3:25pm to help with 
comprehension, composition, and other class elements.   
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Please sign and return. 
 
 
By signing this form, I am acknowledging the receipt and comprehension of this syllabus.  A agree to adhere by 
all policies laid out in this document as well as follow all procedure and processes depicted in the Student 
Handbook. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Virden at bvirden@pointeschools.org 
 
Parent:________________________________________        Date:___________     
 
Student:_______________________________________        Date:___________ 
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By signing this form, I am acknowledging the receipt and comprehension of this syllabus.  A agree to adhere by 
all policies laid out in this document as well as follow all procedure and processes depicted in the Student 
Handbook. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Virden at bvirden@pointeschools.org 
 
Parent:________________________________________        Date:___________     
 
Student:_______________________________________        Date:___________ 
 


