
Biology introduces biological sciences to students. Concepts of basic biology and chemistry will 
be focused on in this course. The topics that will be covered include, but are not limited to: What 
biology is, the scientific method, introduction to elements and chemical bonding, cells, genetics, 
evolution, classification of species, bacteria and viruses, protists, plants, and animals.

Course Content and Overview

*The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus and schedule as necessary to 
facilitate the objectives of the course

Course Textbook

Miller, K., & Levine, J. (2019). Biology. Pearson Higher Education.

Cost to replace a textbook is $100.

Materials

Students will need a notebook (or loose leaf paper), pens or pencils, and a folder.

Grading

You can access our Online Academic Resource through our Student Grades link on 
northpointeprep.com.

Grades will be based on points earned from tests, quizzes, labs, and class assignments.

Semester 1 Semester 2

• The Science of Biology (Quarter 1) • DNA, RNA, and Protein synthesis 
(Quarter 3)

• Chemistry of Life (Quarter 1) • Evolution (Quarter 3)

• Cells (Quarter 1) • Ecosystem and Biomes (Quarter 3)

• Photosynthesis and Cellular Respiration 
(Quarter 2)

• Populations and Ecosystem Dynamics 
(Quarter 4)

• Mitosis and Meiosis (Quarter 2) • Virus, Bacteria, Protists, and Fungi 
(Quarter 4)

• Genetics (Quarter 2) • Plant and Plant Structure (Quarter 4)

Welcome to Biology 2021-2022
Instructor: Alexis Varner    E-Mail Address: avarner@pointeschools.org 

School Number: 623-209-0017   Tutoring Hours: Monday and Wednesday 
Classroom: Room 211         2:35pm to 3:30pm 

Course Description



The following table is an approximation of the points per quarter. 

*The total points for each category is subject to change.

Letter grades will be earned according to the following percentages:
A 90% -100%
B 80% -89%
C 70% -79%
D 60% -69%
F 59% or lower

D and F Grades

As soon as the student’s grade falls below a C, per school policy, parents will be e-mailed no 
later than the end of the following school day. If the student’s grade becomes an F, the parent/
guardian will be notified in the time frame set forth by the student handbook, and the student will 
be required to attend mandatory tutoring until the grade is brought up to at least a D. Failing to 
attend mandatory tutoring will result in ISS or other disciplinary action seen fit by administration. 
It is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the teacher if he/she has tutoring 
with another teacher. Failing to do so will be seen as failure to attend mandatory tutoring, thus 
following the same consequences mentioned earlier. Frequently checking your grade online is 
ESSENTIAL!  Missing work or forgetting to turn work in DOES lower your grade!

*Once enrolled, North Pointe does not accept course credit from other high school or online 
institutions.

Attendance Policy

An absence will only be considered excused when the parent/guardian contacts the school 
office, via phone, attendance line, and/or e-mail prior to 9am the day of the absence. If a parent/
guardian does not call or e-mail by 9 am on the day of the absence, an unexcused absence 
will occur and credit for assignments, tests, labs, and/or quizzes due that day will NOT be given.

Meaning, anything due that day will result in a zero (0).

If a student is absent for more than 9 days per semester, the status of the class becomes an 
audit and their grades/credits may be withheld.

Make-up Exams and Quizzes

Make-up exams will only be given if the student had an excused absence the day the exam was 
given. If the absence is unexcused, a zero (0) will be given for the test and the student 
CANNOT make the test up. If the absence is an excused absence, the student will take the 

Category Points Total Points

3 Tests 80 Points each 240 Total Points*

5 to 7 Labs/Projects 60 Points each 300 to 420 Total Points*

Assignments 10 to 20 Points Each 300 Total Points*

10 Quizzes 20 Points Each 200 Total Points*



make-up exam during tutoring. Taking the exam during tutoring hours ensures the student will 
have a quiet place to focus on the exam, as well as not miss that day’s instruction.

Make-up Work

Make-up work will only receive credit if the student had an excused absence on the day it was 
due. The student will have two (2) days per excused absence, up to one (1) week, to complete 
the missing work.

If the absence was unexcused, the student will receive a zero (0) for the assignment(s). The 
student may obtain the missed assignment(s) to help keep from falling behind, but the 
assignment cannot be turned in for credit.

It is the student’s responsibility to make up work missed during the absence. 

Incomplete and Late Work

Incomplete work will be accepted. However, it will be grades as is. 

Late work will be accepted; however, it will be worth 50% of the original value starting the day 
after it was due. It will not be accepted after one (1) week from the due date.

Any lab the student misses must be made up in tutoring the week the lab was performed. Most 
materials used in the lab are organic and tend to go bad after a week. Once the material goes 
bad, the lab cannot be completed. If the student does not make up the lab in that time frame, a 
zero (0) will be given.

Course Management and Academic Integrity

Please follow these and all other rules and expectations located in the student handbook set by 
North Pointe Prep.

• Inappropriate behavior and/or language will not be tolerated and will result in 
immediate disciplinary action.

• Be on time: Students are expected to be in class, sitting in his/her assigned seat, 
working on the bell work, located on the board, when the final bell rings.

• Students need to be prepared each day
o Being prepared means: bring a pen or pencil, his/her binder, notebook, 

or folder with his/her work in it and notes in it to class each day.
• During class, no cell phones, headphones, or other electronic devices are to be 

used or seen. Only educational items are to be on the student’s desk (I.e. pencil, 
paper, worksheet, notebooks, etc).

Academic Integrity
The highest standards of academic integrity are expected of students. Violation(s) of academic 
integrity include(s), but are not limited to, cheating, fabrication, tampering, and plagiarism.





Please feel free to e-mail me at avarner@pointeschools.org if you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns. I look forward to getting to know you, the students, and to having a 
wonderful year!

Parents and Students

Please fill out the information on this page and have your student return it by August 6, 2021. 

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________

Student Name (Please Print): ________________________________________________

Student e-mail (optional): ___________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name (Please Print): ____________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian e-mail: _______________________________________________


