
   

Literature and Composition I/II 
Syllabus 
9th Grade 

Mrs. Virden 

There are four basic components to the Freshman English course: literature, grammar, vocabulary, and 
composition (writing).   
 
I. Reading Skills & Literature 
The objective of the literature component is to encourage further interest in reading while introducing and 
refining basic literary concepts. You will be reading novels and plays as well as classic short stories. You will 
often have a short essay assignment, or a comprehension test pertaining to the reading and will always be 
expected to discuss the work in class on the assigned day. Your writing assignments will be geared toward 
bringing together all you’re learning in composition, grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and reading 
comprehension.  
 
It is important that all reading assignments be completed – and on time. You will NOT be able to get away with 
not reading the assigned stories, novels, and plays.  
     
II. Grammar 
Fundamental grammatical concepts, including punctuation and word usage, will be reviewed throughout the 
year in conjunction with your own writing.  
 
III. Vocabulary 
Vocabulary words are all taken from the assigned stories, novels, and plays in order to help you better 
understand the readings. These words are also chosen for you for several other reasons: First, these are 
commonly used words in high school and college-level reading and in works of contemporary (as well as older) 
literature. Second, these words all commonly appear on the ACT, SAT or AP exams that you may be taking 
during your Junior or Senior year. You need to know the definitions of these words and how to use them – not 
just for vocabulary tests, but forever.  Vocabulary tests will be given regularly throughout the year.  
 
IV. Writing  
The writing component is intended to introduce you to the basic skills of writing summaries, synopses, and 
different types of paragraphs and essays. The ultimate objective is to prepare you to write a well-organized, 
thoughtful, five paragraph essay, essential to success in high school and college. Much of the writing that you 
produce in this course is designed to reinforce your reading. Since reading and writing stimulate and support 
one another, they are taught together.  
 
Active Reading & Annotating Texts  
Although not mandatory It is highly recommended that you buy your own copies of To Kill a Mockingbird so 
that you can practice “active reading.” In order to learn to read actively, you are strongly encouraged to “make a 
book your own” by taking full advantage of annotation – underlining, highlighting, and taking notes in the 
margins. Typically, you will be able to use your annotated books on the essay/short answer response section of 
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unit exams.  

Response Journal 
Throughout the year you will be completing a series of informal writing assignments that complement the 
reading you are doing.  They are called Welcomes.  You are required to purchase a NON-spiral-bound 
composition notebook and bring it to each class -- beginning with the fifth class of the first quarter. These will 
be checked periodically and without warning.  You will never know which ones I will be looking at.  
 

Grading & Evaluation 
You will be evaluated on preparation, participation, written assignments, projects, quizzes and exams, each with 
varying degrees of grade value. Each quarter’s grade will be determined by a combination of all work 
completed as follows:  
 
Assessments/Assignments  
This category includes three primary types of assignments/assessments:     
   
      1. Quizzes  
      2. Projects  
      3. Essays  

Semester Finals  
This category includes Semester 1 and Semester 2 exams:     
   
      1. Weighted at 10% of your semester grade  
      2. Multiple choice and short answer  
 
Since most of the reading of plays and novels is completed at home, you will be regularly taking reading 
quizzes. These brief 15-minute assessments serve primarily to check for comprehension and motivate you to 
follow the reading timeline provided. They will be simple and straightforward if you have done the reading. 
They also provide a springboard for analytical class discussion on the readings. Again, being prepared with the 
readings is essential. 
 
 
Class Rules 

1. Be on time. 
2. Respect yourself and others. 
3. Be prepared. 
4. Do your best work. 
5. Maintain an environment for learning. 
6. Keep a positive attitude. 
7. Take responsibility. 
8. Dress appropriately. 
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9. Use your time wisely. 
  
Class Rule 1, subsection 1 — Tardiness 
“Students who are late to class not only miss instructional time but also disrupt the education of other students.  
A student is considered tardy if he/she is not seated and ready to learn when the tardy bell rings.  All tardies are 
unexcused except when accompanied with a health care professional’s notice” (North Pointe Student Handbook, 
16; emphasis added). 
  
*There is limited time to complete all assignments in the class and it is the student’s responsibility to use in-
class time effectively to maintain the pace of the class.  In fact, if you’re late you are losing precious instruction/
execution time that will be hard to make up!!* 
  
Class Rule 2, subsection 2 — Subjectivity and Objectivity 
Due to the nature of the class, peer input will be necessary from time to time on student compositions.  While 
constructive criticism is expected, negative comments regarding a student’s work will not be tolerated.  
Repeated offenders will fail the assignment and be removed from the class. 
  
Class Rule 3, subsection 1 — Homework 
When students come to class every day there are expected to have completed any and all assigned homework up 
to that particular day.  The teacher does not assign homework without a purpose and expects it to be completed 
to ensure a proper pace may be maintained for the course and to ensure that time can be devoted to 
comprehension and assistance. 
  
*In short, if this means listening to an audio book while working out or commuting to and from to accomplish 
reading, do it; if this means putting off conquering the next level or hanging out with friends at Starbucks/
Dutch/other to finish an essay or other writing assignment, do it.* 
  
Class Rule 4, subsection 1 — Plagiarism 
Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  Inspiration from sources such as the Internet, magazines, and other such 
media is encouraged and welcome; replication will be viewed as plagiarism and will result in a 0 for the 
assignment/project, with no further opportunity provided to make up the failed work.  Further attempts at 
plagiarism will result in further work dismissal and appropriate disciplinary action. 
  
Class Rule 5, subsection 1 — Cellphones and other electronic devices 
“Unless approved by administration, personal electronic devices (cell phones, iPods/iPads/tablets, mp3 players, 
etc.) may not be used during class time, and are to be stored in silent mode.  Additionally, ear plugs/earphones, 
etc. may not be worn or used during class time. … A violation of the electronic device policy will result in the 
device being confiscated and will be treated as a disciplinary matter” (North Pointe Student Handbook, 10). 
  
*There is NO need for students to be on their phones during instructional time.* 
  
Class Rule 5, subsection 2 -- Free Choice Reading Material  
Students are expected to have a “free choice” book to read at school. Students are expected to choose reading 
materials that are consistent with his/her family’s values and do not violate general or specific aspects of the 
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Student Handbook Conduct Code/Dress Code. It is the child’s responsibility to gain permission from his/her 
parent regarding reading choices. Pointe Schools does not determine the reading material that students read on 
their own time or during free reading time on campus if the reading material does not violate or promote in 
general or specifically aspects of the Student Handbook Conduct Code/Dress Code. (North Pointe Student 
Handbook, 20) 
  
Class Rule 7, subsection 1 — Grading 
It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to maintain/improve their grade, though parents are also encouraged 
to monitor their student’s progress.  Grading on all assignments and projects will be conducted on a rubric that 
will be included when the student receives the work.   
  
*Student work turned in without a name will not be given any credit.  This is a fundamental aspect for all work 
and is not the teacher’s responsibility to identify the work based upon a student’s handwriting, level of work, or 
the color of ink used.  No excuses!  Put your name on it if you want credit.* 
  
Class Rule 7, subsection 2 — Late Assignments 
As a general rule, assignments will be considered late if they are not turned in by the beginning of the class 
period in which they are due.  Late assignments may be turned in for full credit by the end of the same day in 
which they would have otherwise been accepted; abuse of this leniency will rescind this courtesy.  General 
assignments that are late will be penalized based upon the type of assignment and length of truancy. 
  
*In the event that an extended project coincides with the planned absence of a student, that student is required to 
make arrangements to have his/her work turned in on time, or it will be considered late and penalized 
accordingly.* 
  
Class Rule 7, subsection 3 — Missed Assignments  
It is the responsibility of the student to complete any missed assignments or tests due to an excused absence as 
follows (this does not apply to classes missed due to a school event): 

1. Make-up work – A student has two days for each absence to complete missed assignments.  

2. Make-up privileges shall not exceed one week without written administrator approval.  
3. Missed test – Scheduled tests will be administered during tutoring. A student has two days for each absence 
to complete missed test (this does not apply to semester exams). 

4. Missed quiz – Pop or announced quizzes will be made up at the teacher’s discretion.  (North Pointe Student 
Handbook, 19) 
  
*It is the practice of this teacher to put in a 0 for all missing work.  Any excused absence will still be accepted 
for full credit, provided it meets the above criteria, and the grade will be adjusted upon the receipt and grading 
of said work.* 
  
Class Rule 9, subsection 1 — Tutoring 
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Tutoring time will be available for all students on Monday & Wednesday from 2:40pm - 3:25pm to help with 
comprehension, composition, and other class elements.  Attendance will become mandatory for students falling 
below a C in class and failure to attend will result in disciplinary action. 

*The door will be locked at 2:40pm and will result in no admittance and a “no show” report to 4A* 
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Please sign and return. 

By signing this form, I am acknowledging the receipt and comprehension of this syllabus.  A agree to adhere by 
all policies laid out in this document as well as follow all procedure and processes depicted in the Student 
Handbook. 

If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Virden at bvirden@pointeschools.org 

Parent:________________________________________        Date:___________     

Student:_______________________________________        Date:___________
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